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Member of the Month 

Skip Dassler 
The tides are in our veins. ~Robinson Jeffers 

 
When Skip was nine-months old, he crossed Lake Superior 
with his grandfather in a 32’ cabin cruiser! The quote above 
surely must be true for Skip Dassler.  He has many fond 
memories crossing the Lake; going to the family home that was 
built by his great-grandfather in 1899.  Nicknamed Skipper 
because of the many wonderful times the family spent on Isle 
Royale, Lake Superior.  The property now is part of a National 
Park.   

One thing most of Skip’s rowing friends wouldn’t know, is that he spent a year as a 
Peace Corps volunteer in Pokhara, Nepal.   To get to his project, he took a full day’s bus ride, 
then he walked for four days, staying overnight in local people’s houses.    

After graduating from University of Washington Skip married his lovely wife, Debra, 
who happens to be from Marysville.  Next, with a degree in Oceanography, the US Navy 
recruited Skip, and he was commissioned through Officer Candidate School in 1978.  
 
During his Navy years, 
(1978 – 1995), Skip served 
on four ships: 
 
1979-82: USS KNOX 
(frigate) homeport 
Yokosuka, Japan. 

 
            USS KNOX in front of Mt. Fuji, Japan 

DAVE PRATT POEM

You shouldn't wash out, you 
better not sky, 

you better pull hard, I’m telling 
you why: 

STROKER DAVE IS 
COMING TO TOWN! 

He knows when you catch early!  

He knows when you catch late! 

It’s not that hard to catch on 
time, 

SO FOR GOD’S SAKE 
CONCENTRATE !!!!! 



1982-84 USS TAURUS 
(Boeing hydrofoil) 
homeport Key West, 
Florida. 

 

1988-90 USS HARRY W 
HILL (Spruance class 
destroyer) homeport San 
Diego. 

 

1992 USS BUNKER 
HILL (Aegis cruiser) 
homeport Yokosuka, 
Japan. 

 

Skip’s Shore assignments 
were: 

Naval Postgraduate 
School, Monterey, 
California-completed MS 
in National Security 
Affairs. 

Surface Warfare 
Officers School-instructed 
gas turbine engineering. 

Military Sealift 
Command Far East-
scheduled movements of 
MSC fleet around W. 
Pacific and Indian Ocean. 

     
                   USS TAURUS 

 

 
Skip in Working Uniform in USS TAURUS 

 

Skip and Debra’s son was born in Japan on December 7th in 
a US Navy Hospital. Their daughter was born in Key West. 

 

In 1995, after they moved to Anacortes to be near grandparents in Marysville, Skip attended 
a Coast Guard license mill in Seattle to prepare for the Coast Guard licensing tests.  

 

Now you know why Skip is the 
perfect Member to head-up the 
OARS Safety Program! 



Skip took the test and got his Coast Guard Merchant Mariner’s license (Deck). Spent four 
years as First mate and Captain on company factory trawlers in Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands, 
Alaska.  In 1999 the company Skip worked for changed to a cargo ship, running between 
Seattle and Dutch Harbor out to the Pribilof Islands. He sailed as the first mate. 
 
Finally, in 2000 it was time for Skip to come home and work ashore. Eventually Skip found a 
job working in a boatyard in Anacortes for about ten years; and now he is retired.   
 
Skip brought back, and is restoring, the 15’ lap strake rowboat (pictured below), that his 
grandfather built in the late 1920’s which was his tender for a cabin cruiser the family used to 
cruise Lake Superior. 
 

 

               Aldebran under sail! 

 

 

Original family rowboat – Skip is currently restoring. 

 

 

By: Vicki O’Brien, Archivist & Tholepin 

 
Skip’s father, aunt, and grandmother enroute to a 

picnic towing the rowboat on Lake Superior in 1936. 

 

 



 

 

THE RULES OF THE ROAD 
Club Requirements derive from  

US COAST GUARD   

Part 1: The rules of the road- international rules 
and our local waters, some of the steering and 

sailing rules. 

 

Extracts from United States Department of 

Homeland Security, Commandant of the 

Coast Guard Instruction M16672.2D, 

Navigation Rules International and Inland. 

Commonly known as “The Rules of the Road” 

or “COLREGS”. 

The purpose of this note is to provide the reference for 
the rules we use on the water to prevent collisions with 
other vessels.  As anyone who owns a boat knows, the 
COLREGS is the source document governing the 
conduct of boats and ships in preventing collisions at 
sea.  

The Club published its compilation of the Rules of the 
Road in the Procedures For All Old Anacortes  
Rowing and Sailing Society Boats.   

 

In this article, the COLREGS references to “parts” and 
“rules” are those used in the publication. 

 

Note: The US Coast Guard is now part of the 
Department of Homeland Security so the cover of the 
current edition cites US Department of Homeland 
Security as the governing department of the US Coast 
Guard instead of the Department of Transportation as 
it appears in this rendering. 

 

This note will cover the history of the COLREGS, 
whether OARS vessels operate under International or 
Inland Rules, and rules about navigating in channels 
among other types of vessels. 

 

I.  History of the International and 
Inland Rules pulled directly from 
the COLREGS: 

International Rules  

  

The International Rules in this book were formalized in 
the Convention on the International Regulations for 
Preventing Collisions at Sea, 1972, and became 
effective on July 15, 1977. The Rules (commonly called 
72 COLREGS) are part of the Convention, and vessels 
flying the flags of states ratifying the treaty are bound 
to the Rules. The United States has ratified this treaty 
and all United States flag vessels must adhere to these 
Rules where applicable. President Gerald R. Ford 
proclaimed 72 COLREGS and the Congress adopted 
them as the International Navigational Rules Act of 
1977.  

The 72 COLREGS were developed by the Inter-

Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization 

(IMCO) which in May 1982 was renamed the 

International Maritime Organization (IMO). In 

November 1981, IMO’s Assembly adopted 55 

amendments to the 72 COLREGS which became 

effective on June 1, 1983. The IMO also adopted 9 

more amendments which became effective on 

November 19, 1989.  The International Rules in this 

book contain these amendments.     

  
   

 

Safety Bulletin by

Skip Dassler 



These Rules are applicable on waters outside of 
established navigational lines of demarcation. The lines 
are called COLREGS Demarcation Lines and delineate 
those waters upon which mariners shall comply with 
the Inland and International Rules.  

Inland Rules  

  

The Inland Rules in this book replace the old Inland 

Rules, Western Rivers Rules, Great Lakes Rules, their 

respective pilot rules and interpretive rules, and parts of 

the Motorboat Act of 1940. Many of the old navigation 

rules were originally enacted in the last century.  

Occasionally, provisions were added to cope with the 

increasing complexities of water transportation. 

Eventually, the navigation rules for United States inland 

waterways became such a confusing patchwork of 

requirements that in the 1960’s several attempts were 

made to revise and simplify them. These attempts were 

not successful.     

Following the signing of the Convention on the 

International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at 

Sea, 1972, a new effort was made to unify and update 

the various inland navigation rules. This effort 

culminated in the enactment of the Inland Navigational 

Rules Act of 1980. This legislation sets out Rules 1 

through 38— the main body of the Rules. The five 

Annexes were published as regulations.  It is important 

to note that with the exception of Annex V to the 

Inland Rules, the International and Inland Rules and 

Annexes are very similar in both content and format.   

The effective date for the Inland Navigation Rules was 
December 24, 1981, except for the Great Lakes where 
the effective date was March 1, 1983.  

 

II. The Rules apply everywhere 
either as Inland or 
International 

A. International and Inland waters are 

divided by Demarcation Lines.

 These “lines” appear on nautical charts 

  

B. The waters we row on are all governed by 

the International Rules. Part IV states- 
§ 80.1385 Strait of Juan de Fuca.  

The 72 COLREGS shall apply on all waters of 
the Strait of Juan de Fuca.   

§ 80.1390 Haro Strait and Strait of Georgia.  

The 72 COLREGS shall apply on all waters of 
the Haro Strait and the Strait of Georgia.   

§ 80.1395 Puget Sound and Adjacent Waters.  

The 72 COLREGS shall apply on all waters of 
Puget Sound and adjacent waters, including Lake 
Union, Lake Washington, Hood Canal, and all 
tributaries.  

 

THE WATERS WE NORMALLY PLY ARE 

GOVERNED BY THE INTERNATIONAL 

RULES OF THE ROAD. THAT MEANS WE 

ONLY NEED TO LEARN ONE SET OF 

RULES! 

 

III. Do the Rules apply to 
rowboats?  
A. Part A Rule 1 states that the rules 

apply to all vessels. 
B. Part A Rule 3 defines various 

“vessels”: 



 

A ROWBOAT IS A ”VESSEL” GOVERNED 

BY THE RULES. 

 

IV. The Rules are designed to 
prevent collisions by 
prescribing steering, lighting, 
and sound signals. 
A. STEERING RULES prescribe 

actions of vessels in sight of one 
another. 

1. Narrow Channels 
like the Cap Sante 
Marina entrance 
channel have 
special rules: Part B 
Rule 9 states the 
following: 

o A vessel proceeding along the 

course of a narrow channel or 

fairway shall keep as near to the 

outer limit of the channel or 

fairway which lies on her 

starboard side as is safe and 

practicable.  

o A vessel shall not cross a narrow 

channel or fairway if such crossing 

impedes the passage of a vessel 

which can safely navigate only 

within such channel or fairway. 

The latter vessel may use the 

sound signal prescribed in Rule 

34(d) if in doubt as to the 

intention of the crossing vessel 

(i.e. 5 short blasts). 

o A vessel shall, so far as 

practicable, avoid crossing traffic 

lanes but if obliged to do so shall 

cross on a heading as nearly as 

practicable at right angles to the 

general direction of traffic flow.  

2. The remaining 

steering situations 

cover the actions 

each vessel will 

take on Meeting 

Head On, 

Crossing, 

Overtaking, and of 

Responsibilities 

between Vessels. 

o HEAD ON: vessels are to pass 

port side to port side. Part B 

Rule14 

o CROSSING: the vessel which has 

the other on her own starboard 

side shall keep out of the way of 

the other and shall avoid crossing 

ahead of the other. Part B Rule15 

o OVERTAKING: the vessel 

approaching from astern shall 

keep out of the way of the other. 

Part B Rule 13 

o RESPONSIBILITIES 

BETWEEN VESSELS: Part B 

rule 18- 

(a) The word “vessel” includes every 

description of water craft, including non-

displacement craft, WIG craft and seaplanes, used 

or capable of being used as a means of 

transportation on water.  

(b) The term “power-driven vessel” means 

any vessel propelled by machinery.  

(c) The term “sailing vessel” means any vessel 

under sail provided that propelling machinery, if 

fitted, is not being used.  

(d) The term “vessel engaged in fishing” 

means any vessel fishing with nets, lines, trawls or 

other fishing apparatus which restrict 

maneuverability, but does not include a vessel 

fishing with trolling lines or other fishing 

apparatus which do not restrict maneuverability.    

(e) The word “seaplane” includes any aircraft 

designed to maneuver on the water.  

(f) The term “vessel not under command” 

means a vessel which through some exceptional 

circumstance is unable to maneuver as required 

by these Rules and is therefore unable to keep out 

of the way of another vessel.  

(g) The term “vessel restricted in her ability to 

maneuver” means a vessel which from the nature 

of her work is restricted in her ability to maneuver 

as required by these Rules and is therefore unable 

to keep out of the way of another vessel.  



This “pecking order” prescribes which 
type of vessel should avoid the other: 

Vessels shall keep clear of the type 
above it in this list:  

 Not Under Command 

 Restricted in Ability to Maneuver 

 Constrained by Draft 

 Fishing 

 Sailing 

 Power Driven (rowboats fall here) 

 Seaplane 

  A vessel shows its type by display 
of special lights or shapes in the case of the top 5 
in the list. 

B. LIGHTING RULES prescribe 
those red, green, yellow, and white 
lights seen on ships and boats and 
the SHAPES displayed during 
daylight. 

1. ROWBOAT 

LIGHTING: Part 

C Rule 25  

A vessel under oars may exhibit the lights 
prescribed in this Rule for sailing vessels, but if 

she does not, she shall have ready at hand an 
electric torch or lighted lantern showing a white 
light which shall be exhibited in sufficient time to 

prevent collision. 

 
 

Next month: more steering rules, 
lights, and sound signals.’ 

 

Cathy giving Orders!

 
Skip, “Looks Good Here”! 

 
Whoa!!! 

OARS CREW TEAM WORK! 

Charley Drake, Marty Foot, Skip Dassler 
and Lady Oars Racing Team Members, 
fitting the Annie C to the New Trailer! 


